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Asylum-seekers soar
at school in shadow
of Heathrow Airport

Its pupils speak 66 lan

guages between them, yetits exam record is

- above the national average. Richard Garner on what it can teach us

The names of illustrious independent
and stategrammar schools may always
appear near the top of exam league
tables, butitisschoolssuchasUxbridge

percent. That figurehasnowmore than
tripled to 59 per cent - higher than the
national average.

According to principal Peter Lang,

Highinwest London that llytop whohasb
ofthe class.
The1,200-pupilschool,almostinthe

shadow of Heathrow Airport, is buck-
ing this year’s most worrying trend -
that disadvantaged pupils dofar worse
inexams. Its proximity to London’smain
airport meansthat it has takeninmany
asylum-seeking children. Its pupils
speak 66 different languages between
themand many havejustasmattering
orlessof English whenthey startschool-
inginthe UK.

Seven years ago, just 17 per cent ofits
pupilsachieved thebenchmarkof five
A’toCgradepassesat GCSE, wellbelow
the Government’s “floor” target of 35

attheschool for10years,
the secret behind this success is the
respectshown foreach pupil'sheritage.

“We celebrate their individual
cultures,” he said, “For instance, we
celebrate St George's Day - the chefwill
make them roast beef for dinner that
day. We celebrate Chinese New Year,
too, Eid and Diwali, It's not a national-
isticthing—and not tothe detriment of
othercultural backgrounds. Youmustn't

“We celebrate their
individual culfures,. it's
notanationalisticthing...
youmustivtmaiginalise
peopleinthesetimes”

timarginalise people in these times.”
Theschoolisveryproudofitsrecord
inimproving the performance of its
white working-class pupils who,
nationally, often fare worse than other
groups. Pupils from Somali back-
grounds, again an ethnic group which
often doesbadly in national statistics,
also do well. Disadvantaged pupils at
the school fare aimost as well as their
better-off classmates, with 53 per cent
obtaining five A* to C grade passes, in-
cludingmathsand English, compared
to63 percent. Nationally, the difference
is much wider, 34 per cent compared

eswithadifference. “We'venamed the
h fier leading universities - Cam-

with 58 per cent.

Theschool hasalso created a“house”
system, similar to that which is so
beloved of independent schools,
becauseitbelievesitcaninstillasense
ofpride instudents. But they are hous-

bridge, Harvard, Brunel -inanattempt
toincrease their aspiration to go on to
higher education,” Mr Lang said.

It appears to be working - the sixth-
formhas increased in size from just 80
pupils to250 in recent years. Uxbridge

Highwasalocalauthority-maintained
comprehensive until last Junebut has
now becc fthe Gos 's
academies. It was also one of the first
schools in the country to embrace the
‘TeachFirstinitiative, whichencourages
graduates withtop-classdegreestoteach
inschoolsserving disadvantaged areas.
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